[Immunohistochemical localization and serum testing for ferritin in malignant histiocytosis].
Localization of ferritin with immunohistochemical staining was carried out in thirty six cases of malignant histiocytosis (MH). The positivity rate for ferritin was 100 per cent. Ferritin was found to exist in the cytoplasm of the tumor cells. Image analysis showed that ferritin level in the well-differentiated histiocytes (1.2314) was higher than that in the atypical histiocytes (0.7181) (P < 0.01). Ten MH patients showed surprising high serum ferritin concentration (1482.3 ng/ml) than that in normal. Our data suggest that ferritin is the tumor associated antigen in MH. The synthesis and release of ferritin by MH tumor cells is the important cause for the high concentration of serum ferritin in patients.